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Epidemiology that “counts” in vaccination choices:
the case of pertussis in newborns and infants
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From June to August 2018, 6 infants with pertussis aged between 1 and 9 months (4 were
3 months old, and the other two 1 month and 9 months old respectively) were admitted to
a General Paediatrics Operating Unit. Their hospitalization period lasted between 3 and
11 days (mean 7.2 days). Three infants required oxygen therapy. No complications occurred.
None of the mothers had been offered vaccination against pertussis during pregnancy.
The epidemiology of pertussis is changing in Italy as well as in other countries with high
vaccination coverage. The disease is now increasing as an incidence in adolescents (and
adults) who have lost their immune protection, and especially in new-born infants who have
not started or completed the primary vaccination course yet. The data from the European
Annual Epidemiological Report for 2016 report the highest notification rate in children 
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