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A case of dysphagia and diplopia: what diagnosis?
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Botulism is a rare but serious paralytic illness caused
by a nerve toxin produced by a Clostridium strain, most often
Clostridium botulinum. The paper presents the case of a 13-
year-old girl admitted to our Paediatric Department with double
vision and difficult swallowing, rapidly accompanied by palpebral
ptosis and slurred speech. Symptoms were typical of muscle
paralysis and the history reported consumption of homecanned
peppers. Although microbiological tests were negative,
clinical manifestation suggested foodborne botulism thus the
treatment with ABE anti-botulinum toxin was effective.
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