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VACCINATIONS IN PAEDIATRIC CANCER PATIENTS DURING AND AFTER CHEMOTHERAPY
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Aim - Defining the guidelines on vaccinations in paediatric cancer patients.
Method - We reviewed the literature published from 1980 to 2009 according to the
methodology suggested by the American Society of Infectious Disease. The intention was
to define recommendations on vaccinations in patients both during and after chemotherapy
as well as recommendation on vaccinations in family members. The conclusions
achieved were presented in 2 plenary discussion sessions before final approval. In case
of disagreement the issue was settled by discussion with an external expert.
Results - While on chemotherapy, the patient benefits HBV and influenza vaccinations.
During this phase, family members are advised to continue vaccinations as scheduled
by health plan or, if seronegative, vaccinations against varicella, measles, mumps, rubeola
are recommended. Although a reduction of serum antibody levels for vaccine-preventable
disease is reported following suspension of chemotherapy, the immunological
memory seems preserved. The response to booster is generally good, gives the patients
good protection and contributes to herd immunity.
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