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Linfoadenite laterocervicale tubercolare: terapia medica, chirurgica ed effetti paradossi
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LATEROCERVICAL TUBERCULAR LYMPHADENITIS: MEDICAL TREATMENT, SURGERY AND PARADOXICAL UPGRADING REACTION


Key words: Tuberculosis, Laterocervical lymphadenitis,Paradoxical upgrading reaction


We report a case of a 1-year-old girl with persistent
fever and enlargement of laterocervical lymph nodes on
the left side, fluctuant and with erythematous overlying skin.
A positive Mantoux skin test first (induration of 20 mm in 72
hours) and then the DNA amplification by polymerase chain
reaction (PCR) as well as the culture confirmed the diagnosis
of Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex, in particular M. bovis.
Nonetheless, after 1 month of standard mycobacterial regimen
(isoniazid, rimpaficin, ethambutol, pyrazinamide), she
developed new lymph nodes on the same and on the opposite
side, apart from the residual ones. She underwent surgery
three times (excision of a lymph node, incision and drainage
of the others) for the definitive diagnosis and for the excessive
enlargement of the nodes with risk of compression of
underlying structures and diffusion. A drug resistance was
ruled out by antibiogram. Paradoxical upgrading reaction
(PUR) to the therapy offers a plausible explanation for this
phenomenon, and this is supported by a prompt answer to
steroids.
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Ipocalcemia: un sintomo dalle tante "facies"
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HYPOCALCEMIA: A SYMPTOM WITH MANY “FACIES”


Key words: DiGeorge syndrome, Facial signs, Hypocalcemia, Seizures, Tetany


Clinical presentation of hypocalcemia ranges from
asymptomatic biochemical abnormality to a severe condition
characterized by seizures and varying degrees of tetany. Hypoparathyroidism
may be a main cause of hypocalcemia. Di-
George syndrome may be associated with an abnormal parathyroid
gland development with mild or severe hypoparathyroidism.
The case reported showed some typical findings
of DiGeorge syndrome, including hypocalcemia due to
hypoparathyroidism, congenital cardiac lesion, mild facial
features, and oropharyngeal anomalies. The case suggests
that all patients with seizures, mainly if they were not associated
with fever, should be examined for hypocalcemia, and
that all patients with DiGeorge syndrome should be periodically
examined for hypocalcemia as hypoparathyroidism might
develop later in life.
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