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Osservazione temporanea: ruolo e prospettive tra Ospedale e territorio
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UOC di Pronto Soccorso e Primo Accoglimento, IRCCS “Burlo Garofolo”, Trieste


TEMPORARY OBSERVATION IN PEDIATRIC CARE


Key words: Child emergencies, Temporary observation, Quality of care


A 12-year experience in Temporary Observation (TO) in a Child Emergency Department is
presented. During the ‘90s, the proportion of cases dealth with by TO progressively increased,
resulting in reduced number of hospital admissions. The appropriateness and effectiveness
of TO were evaluated by several studies. Guidelines for TO were developed and improved
over time. On the whole TO was shown to be useful in managing acute disease and
trauma in childhood.
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